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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 



REPORT OF THK COMMITTKK. 



The committee appointed to consider the preparation of a 
bibliography of the District, repo t the conclusions reached 
as follows : 

First. As to the form of proposed bibliography. That it 
should.be what is known as the 4l Dictionary Catalogue," or 
an arrangement of the titles by authors and subjects in alpha- 
betical order. This method of arrangement of titles is, among 
other advantages, easily understood and, therefore, generally 
available, envolves no arbitrary grouping of subjects and dis- 
penses with the need of an index. 

Second. As to the scope. Your committee has concluded 
to recommend that the proposed bibliography include the 
titles of all monographs, travels, histories, magazine arti- 
cles, maps, newspapers and pamphlets relating to the District. 
The above is intended to comprise the entire range of the 
subject, with the exception of publications of the Government. 
The latter are not included, for the reason the estimated num- 
ber of titles of such publications is much greater than the 
estimated aggregate number of all the other titles, and it is 
believed by the committee that it would not be wise to under- 
take, at this time, a task of such magnitude. 

It is the judgment of the committee, however, that there 
should be begun at once under the auspices of the Society, 
the work of collecting the titles within the scope above speci- 
fied. From the best information available, the committee is 
of the opinion that a manuscript collection in card form of the 
titles above referred to, could be obtained by an expenditure 
not exceeding $300, and the committee recommend that the 
Board of Managers make an appropriation of that sum and 
direct the work to be done. 

It is the further recommendation of the committee that no 
action be taken at this time, either as to including in the pro- 
posed bibliography the titles of Government publications, or 
the printing of the proposed manuscript card bibliography, 
believing when the work above outlined is accomplished, the 
Board will be able to determine cither or both of these ques - 
tions with greater certainty. 

W. B. Bryan, 

June 3, 1898. Chairman far the Committee - 
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REPORT ON THE BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE DIS- 
TRICT OF COLUMBIA BY W. B. BRYAN. 

At the last meeting of the Board of Managers of the Col - 
umbia Historical Society, which was held in June, just prior 
to the summer vacation, I verbally reported that the work of 
preparing the cards of the bibliography of the District was 
completed and that over 7,000 cards containing the titles 
were practically in proper shape. It was suggested then that 
a written report be presented on the subject at the first meet - 
ing of the board to be held in the fall. Acting upon this 
suggestion I submit the following : 

At the meeting of the board May 2, 1898, a resolution was 
offered by Mr. W. B. Bryan, which was adopted, providing 
for the appointment of a committee to consider the prepara - 
tion of a bibliography of the District. The committee was 
composed as follows : W B. Bryan, chairman; A. R. Spof- 
ford, S. C. Busey, M. I. Weller and J. F. Hood. Two 
meetings were held and the conclusions reached were em- 
bodied in a written report which was presented to the board 
the 3d of June following. The recommendations of the com - 
mittee were adopted by the board and the committee 
authorized to have cards prepared containing the titles of all 
monographs, travels, histories, magazine articles, maps, 
newspapers, pamphlets, etc., relating to the District, to bear- 
ranged in the form known as a dictionary catalogue. All 
publications relating to the'District are included in the above 
summary with the exception of those issued by the Govern - 
ment, and in regard to these the committee reached the con- 
clusion that as the estimated number of titles of such publi - 
cations was much greater than the estimated aggregate num- 
ber of all the other titles, their inclusion would make the 
preparation of the proposed card catalogue a work of large 
cost. In addition to this consideration it was also pointed 
out that catalogues of government publications have been 
printed, thus providing a means of ascertaining those relat- 
ing to the District. However the titles of a number of im- 
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portant government documents have been recorded. The 
report recommended an appropriation not exceeding $300 to 
meet the expenses of the proposed work. 

The board having favorably acted upon this report and 
having made the appropriation of the money and authorized 
the work, to be done, the committee held a meeting the 17th 
of June> 1898, and adopted a resolution directing the chair- 
man of the committee, Mr. W. B. Bryan, to execute the reso- 
lutions of the board and authorizing him to draw upon the 
treasurer of the society for money to defray the expense of 
preparing the bibliography, not exceeding the appropriation 
of $300. 

Since that date the chairman has exercised the authority 
vested in him. At the outset of the work he adopted a 
method of having the cards prepared which only required 
such supervision as he would be able to give. With this in 
view he directed the preparation of two cards for each title, 
namely, an author card and a title card, the latter being sub- 
sequently made a subject card. The services of Mrs. Emily 
F. Happer were secured to prepare the cards and the 1st of July, 
1898, the work was begun. The material in the Library of 
Congress was first catalogued and here, as might naturally 
be expected, the bulk of the titles were secured. The mater- 
ial relating exclusively to the District found in the Toner 
collection, in the Force collection and in the general collec- 
tion, was catalogued and then the laborious task of securing 
the titles of the very rich collection of District news- 
papers was undertaken. As a result of this latter phase of 
the work, which was extended ultimately in every direction 
not only in this District but in several of the libraries 
throughout the country containing files of American 
newspapers, the surprising number of nearly 700 names of 
newspapers published in this territory since it became the 
District of Columbia were found. The card catalogue was 
also enriched by selecting from the ample collection of books 
of travel in the Library of Congress, those which contained 
extended notices of the District of Columbia. Much mater- 
ial was found in the law division of the Library. In the 
early part of the winter the work at the Library of Congress 
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was practically ended, and it may be said that it had the 
courteous and helpful aid of Mr. A. R. Spofford, chief assist 
ant librarian, who heartily favored the undertaking from the 
time it was first proposed. 

In the search for further material relating to the District, 
the residences of some of those who have collections of local 
publications were visited, and in the discharge of this duty 
the cataloguer spent considerable time at the homes of Mr. 
James F. Hood, Mr. M. I. Weiler and Mr. W. B. Bryan. A 
visit was also paid to the District Building, where the chair • 
man was accorded every courtesy, and, by the direction ot 
the president of the board of District Commissioners, Mr. 
John B. Wight, who expressed a warm interest in the under 
taking, a place in the District Building was assigned to the 
cataloguer and all the available material was placed at the 
chairman's disposal. Here was found nearly a complete file 
of the manuscript records of the proceedings of the early 
councils of the city which have never been published. 

Such progress was made that by the middle of January the 
services of Mrs. Happer, which were intelligent and faithful, 
were discontinued for a period and the chairman devoted 
much time to securing from scattered sources information 
which could be used in preparing titles of publications rela - 
ting to the various charitable, secret and benovelent organi- 
zations, churches, building associations, citizens' organiza- 
tions and a great variety of other local interests and activities 
It may be said here, in passing, that as one result of the in- 
quiry just concluded, additional emphasis has been laid upon 
the importance of collecting in some depository the output 
of an exceedingly prolific local press. 

The work of preparing the cards was resumed again in 
April last and the material for titles which had been gath - 
ered by the chairman and put in shape, and then all the 
cards were gone over and subjects given to the title cards, so 
that, practically, by the first of July last, just a year from the 
beginning of the work, the card catalogue of publications re- 
lating to the District was complete, and it may be added, at 
a cost exceeding the amount originally appropriated by only 
$20. In addition to the titles of separate publications, aa 
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index has been included of articles in magazines, and titles 
have also been made of important reports as found only in 
the volumes of the printed proceedings of the city councils 
and the territoriai legislature. In fact wherever material of 
any importance at all has been found a record has been made. 
This is especially true of biographic matter, and references will 
be found to sketches of residents of the District gathered from 
a great number of publications. In the arrangement of the 
cards the plan of the dictionary catalogue has been closely 
adhered to, so that the titles are arranged under the subjects 
directly referred to and the aim has been to avoid the tend - 
ency toward grouping. Cross references have been freely 
used and in this way it is believed the differences in the point 
of view in approaching subjects will be largely reconciled. 

In closing this statement of the inception, progress and 
completion of the bibliography of the District, if a personal 
allusion may be allowed, I wish to add that while the work 
has involved much time and thought, there has been a com- 
pensation in the belief that it will be of genuine benefit, and 
will place the District in line with the States where biblio - 
graphies have already been issued. It is not expected that 
this work will prove an exception to the undertakings of a 
like character so that it will include everything which should 
properly find a place in such a catalogue. Completeness has 
been the aim throughout and it is the hope that it has been 
largely realized. Titles of publications issued after the close 
of the year 1898 are not included, while imprints, as such, 
have not been given a place. 

The chairman has met with ready co-operation and en- 
couragement from a large dumber of persons who had been 
made acquainted with the scope and purpose of this under- 
taking. It would be difficult to name all who have given as - 
sistance, at one time and another, during the twelve months 
that the work was. in progress. While indifference has been 
met with, yet, on the whole, a spirit of willingness to help, 
even at the expense of some personal effort, has been mani- 
fest. At the risk of failing to give credit to all who should be 
named in this connection, I will mention some in addition 
to those already named who are recalled as furnishing wel- 
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come assistance. The superintendent of charities, Mr. Her- 
bert W. Lewis, secured by his personal efforts much of the 
information on which thelitles of reports of charitable insti- 
tutions are based, while valued aid was given by Dr. William 
C. Woodward, the health officer, and Dr. William Tindall, 
the secretary of the board of Commissioners. The librarian 
of the Smithsonian Institution, Dr. Cyrus Adler, had cards 
prepared of the District titles in the Smithsonian collection. 
Dr. Robert Fletcher, of the medical library, Surgeon General's 
•office; Mr. C. C. Darwin, the librarian of the Geological 
Survey, and Mr. H. Carington Bolton, the president of the 
Library Association, assisted, by their expert counsel, in de- 
ciding questions relative to the system of .cataloguing. 
Some information in regard to some of the Alexandria pub- 
lications was supplied by Mr. William F. Carne, of that city. 
It gives me great pleasure to make acknowledgement of as- 
sistance received from Prof. H. L,. Hodgekins, Dr. Frank 
Baker, W J McGee, Dr. E. M. Gallaudet, John T. Loomis, 
J. B Johnson, James L. Ewin, John G. Ames and J. Ormond 
Wilson. 

October 23 , 1899. 



